
Summer Picnics 
 

This summer, we slow down our midweek ministry by switching from 
weekly dinner and prayer meetings to monthly picnics in the park. Our 
Wednesday dinners at church have continued to grow in size and in depth, 
and we look forward to returning on the Wednesday after Labor Day. In 
addition to giving our faithful volunteers some time off, we see these 
summer picnics as a way to further our mission to gather and grow disciples 
in Asheville and around the world. As you set your calendar and priorities 
for this summer, consider a few of the reasons why you should make time 
for our fellowship gatherings. 

To Strengthen the Bonds of Fellowship 

The concept of fellowship is both an objective reality and a subjective 
experience. Objectively, Jesus has united us to himself, and thus to one 
another, in everlasting union and fellowship. The Confession of Faith calls 
this the Communion of the Saints: “being united to one another in love 
[Christian’s] have communion with one another’s gifts and graces” (WCF 
26.1). Fellowship is also something we experience as we grow closer to, or 
further from, one another. The bonds of our fellowship are always present 
(objective), but their strength and functionality can wax and wane 
(subjective). Just as muscles atrophy without use, so too do the bonds of our 
relationships weaken without use. Regular contact with fellow members at 
gatherings like picnics (and midweek dinners, and meals in homes, and over 
coffee in the Fellowship Hall, and in the yard after worship, etc.) 
strengthens those bonds and causes us to say with Paul that we are 
“affectionally desirous” for one another (1 Thess 2:8). 

To Serve the Body of Christ 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Gal 5:13). 
In the Christian life, service is joy. We have received gifts from the Lord for 
the purpose of serving his bride, and when we use those gifts for God’s 
good ends, we are walking in our Lord’s footsteps, for he came not to be 
served but to serve. The fellowship ministries of the church are not products 
to be consumed if, when, and how we prefer; rather, they are means of 
grace by which we support the work of the church through meaningful and 
mutual service. 

To Slay the Beast of Slothfulness 

Let me get this disclaimer out of the way: you do not need to come to every 
church activity. Observing the Lord’s Day and gathering for worship take 
utmost priority at the beginning of our week, and the remaining six days 
that the Lord has given us to labor must be balanced with our various 
vocational callings. That being said, many of us are tempted to worship at 
the idol of idleness and filter our lives through the ever-expanding category 
of “me time”. Rest is a good thing and a gift from God, but there is also a 
healthy sense of “satisfied tiredness” that comes at the end of a day filled 
with pursuing the true, good, and beautiful.  

To Summon the Blessing of God 

Psalm 133 begins with the memorable line, “Behold how good and pleasant 
it is when brothers dwell in unity” (Ps 133:1). When God’s church dwells 
together in unity, it is indeed a beautiful sight as it displays the powerful 
work of the Holy Spirit to unite diverse people who have nothing in 
common but Christ. But more than merely beautiful to the outsiders, 
dwelling in unity is also beneficial to the insiders because it summons the 
blessing of God. The Psalm ends with this in mind, “For there the Lord has 
commanded his blessing, life forever more” (Psalm 133:3). So, this 
summer, come and dwell in unity with brothers and sisters and experience 
the blessed smile of God. 

 

 

Morning Worship – 10:45 AM 
 

Preparation for Worship 
Please be seated by 10:45 for the announcements 

 
Silent Preparation 
During the few minutes before the service begins, the congregation is invited to a 
moment of silent and prayerful preparation for worship. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
Visitors, please complete the Visitor Card located in the rack in front of you. by filling it 
out and placing it in the offering plate when it comes by during the Collection of Tithes 
and Offerings. You may also do so by scanning the QR code and completing a digital 
card online.  
 

Musical Prelude 
 

Adoration of God 
 
Call to Worship                 Psalm 96:1–5 
 
*Hymn of Praise                               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

(Trinity Psalter Hymnal #216) 
 

*Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
*Confession of Faith             Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  

and was buried; he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin and Thanksgiving 
 
Scripture Reading            Exodus 14:1–18 

(Pew Bible Page 56) 
 
Confession of Sin (Silent) 
 
Assurance of God’s Pardoning Grace                               Ephesians 1:7 

In [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.  

 
*Psalm of Thanksgiving                                  Psalm 91 

(Trinity Psalter Hymnal #91B) 

 
Prayer of Intercession and Dedication  
 
Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 
*Gloria Patri             (Trinity Psalter Hymnal #572) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.   

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Provision for Life and Growth 
 
Scripture Reading           Romans 9:14–18 

(Pew Bible Page 945) 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Sermon               Rev. Jim Curtis 

Associate Pastor 
 

“Sovereignty in Salvation” 
(Romans: Christ our Righteousness, 29) 

 
*Hymn of Preparation           Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

(Trinity Psalter Hymnal #429, Verses 1–2) 
 
The Lord’s Supper† 

Invitation and Fencing of the Table 
Prayer of Consecration 
Words of Institution 
Distribution of the Elements 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Response and Blessing 
 

*Hymn of Response                       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
(Trinity Psalter Hymnal #429, Verse 3) 

 
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Congregation Standing 

 
* Congregation Standing 

† The bread served for the Lord’s Supper in the white paper liner is gluten-free 
   The clear cups are wine; the tinted cups are juice 



The Lord ’s Day  
June 7, 2026 

Announcements 
 

The Lord's Supper: Today we will celebrate the Lord's Supper at the 
end of our morning worship service. This sacrament consists of giving 
and receiving bread and wine (or juice) to show forth the death of Jesus 
and receive spiritual nourishment. The Lord's Supper is open to 
everyone who has confessed their faith in Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation, provided that they have received Christian baptism, are 
members in good standing in a Bible believing church, and who are not 
living with secret or unrepentant sin. If you have any questions about 
these restrictions then please speak with a pastor or elder after the 
service, we would love to discuss them with you. There will be no 
evening service. 

Shepherding Groups: At periodic times throughout the year, we 
gather in groups at the church or in various homes for lunch and a time 
of prayer. Our Shepherding Groups meet this Sunday, June 7 following 
morning worship.  

• Far North (Badgley): Will meet at the Linton’s home (29 EW 
Wilson Lane, Burnsville, NC 28714).  

• North (Cook): Will meet at the Dillingham home (50 Gill Branch 
Road, Weaverville, NC 28787).  

• East (Voigt): Will meet at the Cate’s home (28 Fairway Drive, 
Asheville, NC 28805).  

• Southeast (Wallace): Will meet at the Lafunor’s home (10 Ashley 
Road, Asheville, NC 28805).  

• South (Meiners) & West (Pastoral Staff): Both groups will meet 
at the church for a potluck meal. Visitors are invited to join us!  

Pastor Vacation: Pastor Sean will be on vacation through next week. 
Please contact pastor Jim, the church office, or a ruling elder with any 
pastoral needs.  

Youth Hike: This Thursday, June 11, we will leave from the church at 

11:00 am and return at 4:00 pm. Bring water and a packed lunch. 

Second Breakfast: Our next men’s breakfast gathering is this   
Saturday, June 13, from 8:00–10:00 am. Our speaker for this event will 
be ruling elder Ben Badgley. 

June Picnic: Our first summer picnic will be in the church yard for a 
dinner on the grounds, Wednesday, June 17 at 6:00 pm. Volunteers will 
be grilling hamburgers; please bring a side or a dessert to share, as well 
as lawn chairs, picnic blankets, and yard games.  

Missionary of the Month: Aaron and Rachel Halbert. Rev. Halbert 
grew up in Honduras as the son of missionary parents, and returned to 
his country in 2015 to plant Iglesia Presbiteriana Gracia Soberana, 
where he currently serves as pastor. He and Rachel have five children: 
Ford, Catherine, Ryley, Whitley, and Anne Waverly. To learn more 
about the work of the Halberts,  please visit https://www.ipresgs.com 

Senior Pastor:  Sean McCann 
Associate Pastor: Jim Curtis 
Pastoral Interns: Micaiah Liner, David Livernois 
Administrative Assistant:  David Livernois 

Office Hours: 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m., Tuesday—Friday 

Elders: Ben Badgley, Rob Cook, Gordon Meiners, Tom Voigt, Tim Wallace. 
 Emeritus: Mike Cate 
Deacons:  Grey Dixon, Jeff Greene, Drew Lefevre, Noe McHone, Carl Tannenbaum 
Deacons’ Helper: Zach Voigt 
Nursery Coordinator: Deborah Linton 

Submit bulletin items to office@covenantreformed.net by noon on Thursdays. 

If you have a prayer request, please speak to a pastor or elder, call the church office at 828-
253-6578, or e-mail prayer@covenantreformed.net  

281 Edgewood Road,  Asheville, NC 28804  
(828) 253 -6578  

office@covenantreformed.net       www.covenantreformed.net  

Welcome Visitors! We extend a warm welcome to all who are 
worshiping with us today. We are delighted you are here and we are 
available to answer any questions you may have about our worship 
service, our church, or even the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you have 
children they are most welcome in our worship service, and we also 
provide a nursery for children up to 3 years of age. Please complete 
the Visitor Card located in the rack in front of you by scanning the 
QR code, or by filling it out and placing it in the offering plate 
when it comes by later in the service. 

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; 

to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come—  

this church opens wide her doors 
and offers her welcome 

in the name of the Lord Jesus 

This Week’s Calendar 

Current and Upcoming Volunteers 

May Deacons on Duty: 
    Drew Lefevre 
    Carl Tannenbaum 
    Noe McHone (Usher)   

Sunday, June 7 
Greeters: 
    Bonnie & Jerry Golden 

Hall Monitor: 
     Patrick Hickey 

Nursery:  
 9:30 am: 
    Danette Lowery 
    Jim Lowery 
10:45 am: 
    Bekah Woodard 
    Willy Woodard 
    Henry Tannenbaum 
 

 

Sunday, June 14 
Greeters: 
    Elaine & George Goosmann 

Hall Monitor: 
     Jim Albee 

Nursery:  
 9:30 am: 
    Deborah Linton 
    Joy Voigt 
10:45 am: 
    Dorothy Dillingham 
    Liz Tannenbaum 
    Marjorie Dillingham 
6:00 pm:   
    Suzanne & David McCullough 
     

Today, June 7 
12:15 pm: 
Shepherding Groups 

Tuesday, June 9 
9:30 am:  
Women’s Prayer & Sermon 
Question Discussion at Carol 
Esther Belz’s Home 

Thursday, June 11 
7:30 am:  
R.O.M.E.O.s at Cornerstone   

 

Sunday, June 13 
9:30 am:  
Sunday School 
10:45 am:  
Morning Worship 
6:00pm: 
Evening Worship 
 

 


