PRAYER
the language of grace

Prayer is the practice of the resurrection of Jesus. | mean that talking to Christ in
prayer is one of the most significant ways in which we put into practice our belief in His
resurrection. On the other hand, our prayerlessness is behaving as though Christ were dead
and His body had rotted in the garden tomb. Prayer is living in grace and living by faith
at the functional level of daily Christian living and service.

John 14:12-14
“Prayer is the real calling of all Christians.” Martin Luther

“Through prayer God grants the dignity of causality to His creatures.” Blaise Pascal

Il INTRODUCTION

A The context: the Great Commission and the missional church.

B. The missional church is the weak church, faced with “mission impossible.”
C. Prayer, the missional church’s weapon for the Great Commission.

D. The important question: What does living in grace look like in the realm of

kingdom service? What does Christ-centered, God empowered missional activity
look like? It looks like helpless dependence, which expresses itself in optimistic,
expectant, persevering prayer to the resurrected, living, victorious Lord Jesus.
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E. The universal authority and cosmic victory of the resurrected Christ.
Matthew 28:18

1. Universal, cosmic authority of Christ
2. No dualism
3. A defeated enemy; no strongholds of the enemy
4, Christ’s resurrection, the foundation for the Great Commission.
F. Through prayer to the risen Christ, “mission impossible” becomes “mission

accomplished.” The Great Commission is miraculous work and, therefore,
uniquely God’s work through us.

II.  JOHN 14:12-14

A. Promise—qreater works
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Conditional promise or means by which the promise is fulfilled--prayer

Goal—worship

Thesis: In a mysterious way God has inseparably connected the progress of the
Gospel, and the expansion of His kingdom and church worldwide, to the
intercessory prayers of His people. Yet in doing so, He has not given up an ounce
of His sovereignty or put His eternal purposes at risk.

“[God] has made the success of preaching hang on prayer. God has given us
prayer, because Jesus has given us a mission.” John Piper

“You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than
pray until you have prayed.” John Bunyan

2

“Prayer does not just fit us for the greater works, prayer is the greater work.
Oswald Chambers

Word and Spirit

WHY PRAYER?

A

B.

C.

Prayer is not another work we do.

Our asking is infinitely more powerful than our acting.

God’s passion is for His own glory.
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V.

WHAT KIND OF PRAYING?

A Prayer characterized by repentance

B. Great Commission praying

C. Praying for the glory of God; the chief end of my life and the chief end of my
praying are the same.

“The purpose of prayer is not for me to get what | want, but for God to get what
He wants through me.”

GOD CHOOSES TO WORK THROUGH US RATHER THAN APART
FROM US.

“God seems to do nothing of Himself which He can possibly delegate to His creatures.
He commands us to do slowly and blunderingly, what He could do perfectly and in the
twinkling of an eye. Creation seems to be delegation through and through. | suppose this
is because He is a giver.” C.S. Lewis
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VI. THE WORK OF THE GREAT COMMISSION, FROM BEGINNING TO END, IN
ALL OF ITS PARTS, IS GOD’S WORK. NOTHING ETERNAL HAPPENS
UNLESS GOD DOES IT.

“Without God, we cannot, without us God will not.” Augustine

VIl. OUR GOD IS THE GOD OF THE IMPOSSIBLE AND MIRACULOQUS.
(HOW BOLD AND LARGE IS GOSPEL, FAITH PRAYING TO BE?)

VIll. CONCLUSION
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